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Thanks to our parents’ and grandparents’ hard work, Hong Kong is now a famous and successful international city, which in the past, was only a small fishing village. However, nowadays many people wonder if this miracle would last. They worry that we, the younger generation, will not be able to lead Hong Kong to greater success in the future. It is quite sad to hear people lose confidence in us. But we cannot get ourselves frustrated just because of those pessimistic comments. What we should do is to equip ourselves well enough to face great challenges which are likely to lie ahead of us. We should feel sure about our ability, qualities and ideas.
Undeniably, people without knowledge find it difficult to survive in such a competitive world. They simply find a place to stand. Without knowledge, people would not be able to be and intelligent leader in order to change our world or make our world a desirable place to live in. There is an old saying which says “knowledge can change your life”. You can see a lot of meaning in it.

Education, therefore, is very important. In a lot of developing countries, many people suffer greatly from poverty and war. They don’t have the opportunity to taste the joy of learning. In Hong Kong, we have a well-rounded education system. Everyone of us has the chance to go to school and receive a high standard education. Therefore, we should cherish the opportunity and make the best use of it. We should do our best in our studies. Perseverance and willingness to work hard are some of the essential qualities of successful future leaders. I am sure that many of you have heard about this saying – “no pain, no gain” and it is saying something!
These days, many scholars point out that young people lack global perspectives. While we are putting a lot of effort in our studies, we still have to be aware of the things that happen in our world. Reading newspapers is a good way to learn about our society and the world. We are able to realize what kind of problems is faced by the whole world, for example, overpopulation, global warming, poverty etc. while we are flipping through the newspapers. We can also think of solutions to deal with these problems in order to train our critical thinking.
Innovation is also one of the essential qualities of future leaders. Why do we have to think resourcefully? The answer is simple: if we have creativity, we can see things in fresh angles. We can also think of a lot of solutions to solve problems. If you only work hard without any creativity, you can’t make a difference.

Many young people ignore the importance of language proficiency and are not interested in learning other languages. Communication plays an important role in our lives. Learning to communicate effectively is the norm of the day. If you can manage to speak different language fluently, you can communicate with people from different countries. You would definitely broaden your horizons. Friendships among different countries are flourished too. On the other hand, if you have good communication skills, you can avoid having conflicts with other people and therefore you are able to create a harmonious working environment for your-workmates.

We should now strive hard to prepare ourselves in order to rise future challenges and to prove ourselves as the ones who have brains, good personalities, global vision and effective communication skills.
Essay Competition 2007-2008 2nd 
Preparing For the Future

Cheung Kai On (6) 7J
Hong Kong has encountered a lot of difficulties over the past 10 years. I am certain that the older generations should be familiar with the SARS outbreak in 2003 and also the Asian financial crisis in l997, as they have been through those years and helped improving Hong Kong's economy with their perseverance. While we, young people of Hong Kong ,are savoring the fruits of what the older generations have provided us with ,we should also strengthen an prepare ourselves for the difficulties that we may faced with in the future.
In my perspective, Hong Kong youngsters ought to improve their English standard. Nowadays, Hong Kong youngsters’ English standard is deteriorating to the lowest level, according to business firms and the Examination Authority. This not only affects how foreign companies’ view of Hong Kong, but it also reflects a decrease in the ability of the young people. English is the universal language for communication throughout the world and having a better English standard helps us to attract more foreign companies to invest here, hence, keeping a competitive edge against other cities and countries. I suggest the government allocating more resources to improve our teaching methods. For instance, the government could enact the legislation of setting up small class teaching basis in primary schools so that our juveniles could be nurtured to have a better English education. The government could co-operate with the Pearl-Delta region to setup an exchange program on English speaking for youngsters so that they will have more opportunity to communicate with confidence.
Youngsters should also prepare themselves by widening their knowledge. It is fundamental as we have to be cautious of countries or cities which are threatening our city to become the highly reputable economy free flow. Some young people are too short-sighted and reckon the economy we have now is eternal. However, we all know that without knowledge, we are certain that this reputation is impossible to hold on. Some ,ironically, are the opposite. They are too pessimistic about the future and think that we will definitely lose in the long run. To solve the problem ,I suggest young people read more English materials weekly. Materials like “Times Magazine”, the Reader’s Digest' are some examples which we could get more information from in order to widen their vision of the world.

The most fundamental issue, however, is the health of the youngsters. Based on the statistics shown in the newspaper, Hong Kong Standard, working people are plagued with health problems. Without good health, all man could not work as hard as they could be and definitely not having the ability to lead Hong King to a greater success. Having a balanced diet, doing exercise weekly will be essential to maintain good health.

Although the future is still uncertain to us, we must strive our best to prepare ourselves. If we stand together, Hong Kong's future will still be able to shine brightly in the world's economy.
Essay Competition 07-08 3rd 
Tommy Hui(7H)

Since Hong Kong was reunited with our motherland, China, It has faced a series of serious difficulties. From the Asian financial crisis in 1997, to the SARS outbreak in2003, we have made it through. We have overcome all the hurdles before and now people are enjoying a booming economy. Earlier, Hong Kong was described as ‘Sunshine with Clouds’. Sunshine is of course a good sign, yet we must not neglect the clouds, which imply more problems. It is said that one should ‘hope for the best, and prepare for the worst’. I believe that it is essential for our next generations to get themselves prepared to overcome the challenges lying ahead of us, and finally lead Hong Kong to greater successes in the future. So, what exactly should our young people do?

The first thing I think of is gaining knowledge. Knowledge is the key to effective communication, and is the basis of innovation and creativity. As the information technology is ever advancing, and the global economy system is reforming, the role of knowledge is gaining importance among all societies. Apart from general education, young people should learn and experience more about the whole world from other sources of knowledge, like the Internet, newspapers, and society itself-Besides, it is also important for them to learn more languages, like English and Putonghua. Being fluent in foreign languages allows better communication with other countries, which has become more and more significant since globalization. Also, knowing what is happening around our world helps teenagers build a wider global prospective, which allows people to keep up with the world's pace.
Knowledge is also of crucial significance in innovation. Teenagers should always think more about any local or international issues to stimulate their brains. In the future development, creativity and innovation make us new products, new ideas and new technology. Without them, Hong Kong wi1l just step into the old way without making any headway. It is obvious that lack of innovation will slow down the development of Hong Kong, and stifle people's ability to think of solutions to new problems.

Nevertheless, it is the people's inner strength that matters most. Youngsters today must learn how to be determined to deal with problems. It is determination that propels us to solve problems. Youngsters should also understand the spirit of ‘never give up’, which is often said in Hong Kong. What it means are perseverance and endurance. To tackle a problem completely, one must never stop when it is still under way. Besides, young people should also have the willingness to work hard. They must be well aware that fruitful results demand hard work and striving. There is little chance of getting success without putting in effort. All together, these inner strengths ensure our speed and effectiveness in solving problems, and can also keep us from being reluctant.

Nowadays, the issue of the quality of young people in Hong Kong has aroused much social concern. It is about time something was done to improve the situation. Time really flies. Therefore, every youngster should gear up now to face the future before it is too late.

